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Animal Models of Psoriasis
To the Editor:
The review (Scho¨n, 1999) of animal models in psoriasis does not
convey the importance of microbial antigen in the transgenic
HLA-B27 rat model. When delivered and raised under germ-free
conditions those rats do not demonstrate Reiter syndrome-like
changes in either their gut or their joints (Taurog et al, 1994).
They do show skin and nail disease, but the authors speculate that
those might be due to the presence of nonviable microorganisms
in the sterile but not antigen-free environment of their cages.
Also, psoriasis-like lesions that include the feature of the Muno
abscess can be induced in rabbits by a twice-daily topical application
of heat-killed Malassezia ovalis antigen (Rosenberg et al, 1980; Xu
et al, 1991).
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